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included a review of some notable empirical evidence, analyzed and related in a well-
thought out epidemiologic fashion.
While the text is necessarily complex in parts, its appeal should not be limited;
there is something in it to interest everyone. Perhaps a more rational and less zealous
attitude concerning the use of marijuana, and its impact on us all, will accompany a
widespread reading of this book.
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BIRTH DEFECTS: RISKS AND CONSEQUENCES. By Sally Kelley, Ernest Hook, Dwight
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This book represents the publication of a symposium held in Albany in 1974,
sponsored by the Birth Defects Institute of the State of New York. Six sections each
contain several papers and a following discussion, by 27 participants, from the U.S.,
Canada, and the British Isles.
A thorough discussion of the epidemiologic knowledge about anencephaly and
spina bifida includes a large quantity of data arranged in compendia and tables. A
wide range of epidemiologic factors are discussed. The discussion of prenatal diag-
nostic techniques for these disorders is thorough and up-to-date. The statement is
made (p. 81) that prenatal diagnosis for these disorders should not be carried out
without prior decision for abortion ofan affected infant, an attitude with which many
genetic counselors would not agree.
A computer graphic analysis of risk factors in congenital malformations using
simultaneous analysis of more than one variable is presented, which provides a new
approach to multifactorial analysis which should be investigated further. There are
data presented relative to the effect of abortion laws on pregnancy outcome, which
offer much support to the liberalized abortion laws. Bloom offers an expert discus-
sion of the implications of chromosomal breaks, including human disorders accom-
panied by such breaks, and their relationship to carcinogenesis and environmental
toxins. There is a lengthy review by Heinonen on the epidemiology of congenital
cardiovascular malformations which contains a wealth of data not published in one
place elsewhere. A final clinical section, discussing the therapy of genetic disease and
advances in diagnostic methods is up-to-date and clear.
This book, edited by recognized experts in the field ofbirth defects will be useful to
investigators and clinicians interested in the genetic and environmental causes of
birth defects. The information is too spotty to be useful in any sense as a textbook for
students and probably contains information too specialized to be of help to most
house officers. Physicians who do genetic counseling and who care for patients with
congenital malformations will find it a valuable compendium of information.
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This volume represents proceedings of the Second International Workshop on